Aechmea caudata ‘Silver Spire’ by Derek Butcher March 2018
Aechmea caudata Lindman, Svensk. Akad. Halldl. 24(8): 29, pl. 6, figs. 1-9. Feb 1891.

Hoplophytum platzmanni E. Morren, Belg. Hortic. 25: 362. 1875; nomen.

Hoplophytum luteum E. Morren ex Baker, Handb. Bromel. 42. 1889; nomen.

Aechmea floribunda sensu Baker, Handb. Bromel. 42. 1889; as to Hoplophytum luteum; non Martius ex Schultes filius, 1830.

Aechmea platzmannii Wittmack, Bot. Jahrb. 13(Beibl. 29): 12. Mar 1891. Type. Sao Francisco, Santa Catarina, Brazil, Schenck 1234 (B ? n v), 20 Nov 1886.

Aechmea henningsiana Wittmack, Bot. Jahrb. 13(Beibl. 29): 12. Mar 1891. Type. Sao Bento, Santa Catarina, Schenck 1356 (B ? n v), 25 Nov 1886.

Description from Smith & Downs 1979
Plant flowering to 9 dm high. 

Leaves 10-15 in a broadly funnelform rosette, 5-10 dm long, minutely appressed-lepidote; 

Sheaths ovate or elliptic, distinct or obscure, en​tire, brown toward base; 

Blades ligulate, broadly rounded and apiculate, to 8 cm wide but often much narrower, laxly serrulate with spines less than 1 mm long, sometimes dark toward apex. 

Scape usually erect, 4-10 mm in diameter, white-flocculose; 

Scape​bracts erect, lanceolate, acute, entire, membranaceous, red, subglabrous, the upper usually much longer than the internodes. 

Inflorescence densely or sub densely panicu​late, 10-25 cm long, to 11 cm in diameter, bipinnate to the middle or higher and the re​mainder simple, white-flocculose; 

Primary bracts like the scape-bracts, usually shorter than the branches; 

Spikes spreading, laxly 4-7-flowered; rhachis slender, strongly geniculate. 

Floral bracts ovate, attenuate to a slender brown spine, 7-17 mm long, entire, nerved, red, the margins free from the rhachis; 

Flowers sessile, spreading, 18-25 mm long. 

Sepals 7-11 mm long including the long spine, connate; 

Petals ligulate, ob​tuse, 12-15 mm long, yellow, turning purplish on drying, bearing 2 small scales at base; 

Stamens shorter than the petals, pollen biporate; 

Ovary sub cylindric, epigynous tube evident, crateriform; placentae extending nearly the full height of the cell; ovules obtuse.

The number of synonyms suggest that this species can be variable and you will note that there is no colour for sepals. It was not until Reitz in Bromeliaceas, page 385. 1983 do we see “SEPALS a little connate at the base, 6 mm long (with the spine), 3-4 mm wide, long mucronate, semi-reniform, rounded at tip, clearly asymmetric, beautiful red;”

This in line with my experience that sepals vary between orange and red. So it was a surprise when Ping Li of the Shanghai Chensan Botanical Gardens sent me a photo of a plant with green sepals under the name of ‘Santa Catarina’. This needed investigation and it appears that Tropiflora Nursery (Florida) imported the plant from Brazil around 2000 called ‘Santa Catarina’ and assumed it had been collected in this State. Since that time it has been in the USA Trade under this unofficial name. The immediate thought was to formally register the name in the Bromeliad Cultivar Register but alas the name had already been used for another plant. The inflorescence does look silvery so what better than to call it ‘Silver Spire’.
